
     
 

Portland Classical Chinese Garden 
The Five Elements:  ROCKS 

 
 ‘Worlds within Worlds’ 

 
1. Describe at least three (3) functions of rocks within a classical Chinese garden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Calculate the number of years that have passed between the reign of Emperor 
Shun (2244-2206 BCE) and the present.  CHALLENGE:  Identify the century: 

 
 
 
3. Define and explain what ‘Pilgrimage’ means.  Explain the purposes of Emperor 

Shun’s pilgrimages.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
4. Explain how the reference to Emperor Shun’s pilgrimage helps to bring China’s 

very long history into the present moment in a classical Chinese garden? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Identify the geographical origins of the Lake Tai rocks in classical Chinese 
gardens that are so highly esteemed.  How do the rocks become so porous? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Explain the cultural value of placing porous rocks in the living landscape painting 
of a classical Chinese garden.  (Hint:  How is a rock more than a rock?  Think 
about the holes, cracks, crevices and wrinkles as places to ‘climb a mountain.’) 

 
 
 
 

7. Explain some of the different cultural meanings of the inscription “Rock Music” 
found inside the Portland Classical Chinese Garden. Sit quietly for a few minutes 
and reflect on some things that a large rock might be able to tell us.  Write down 
your thoughts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

8. In your own words, define the concept of “Qi.”  In your own words, explain the 
concept of “animated in stone.”  Explain how these two concepts connect to one 
another in a classical Chinese garden.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. In your own words, describe why many people like to go hiking in the mountains.  
What draws them there?  What do they find?  Why are some people willing to 
face challenges when they climb steep mountains? 
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